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LEGAL NOTICE 

The Publisher has strived to be as accurate and complete as 

possible in the creation of this report, notwithstanding 

the fact that he does not warrant or represen t at any time 

that the contents within are accurate due to the rapidly 

changing nature of the Internet.  

While all attempts have been made to verify information 

provided in this publication, the Publisher assumes no 

responsibility for errors, omissions , or contrary 

interpretation of the subject matter herein. Any perceived 

slights of specific persons, peoples, or organizations are 

unintentional.  

In practical advice books, like anything  else in life, 

there are no guarantees of income made. Readers are 

caution ed to reply on their own judgment about their 

individual circumstances to act accordingly.  

This book is not intended for use as a source of legal, 

business, accounting or financial advice. All readers  are 

advised to seek services of competent professionals  in 

legal, business, accounting, and finance field.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Anyone can draw but not everyone can make good drawings. Pencil drawing is a skill 
that needs a good foundation on theories because pencil drawing is a blend of theory 
and proper execution of these theories.  
 
Practice makes drawing perfect but foundation on the theories and techniques in 
drawing paves the way for better drawings. 
 
This ebook mainly targets beginners in pencil drawing and those who wish to enhance 
their pencil drawing skills through other techniques and insights that one may find here.  
 
Anyone may use this ebook to hone his or her drawing skills with the end goal of 
becoming a better pencil-drawing artist through this small tribute.  
 
This ebook, written in non-technical language, seeks to promote better understanding. 
It covers the basics of pencil drawing, providing for a good foundation for pencil drawing 
and some practical tips. 
 
This ebook contains articles on pencil drawing, and it shows how to draw step-by-step 
common objects such as people, cars and animals.  
 
Since drawing is visual, chapters are short providing for more illustrations and 
application of drawing theories. 
 
The maker of this ebook hopes to inspire individuals to pursue the art of pencil drawing 
and unleash their artistic mind. 
 



 

What it takes to be a Good Artist 
 
                                                  Artists are made not born. Unlike medicine or law that one   
                                                  has to have proper education to be equipped with the  
                 LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ                degree of knowledge, most of the artists around today 
           ŀǊǘƛǎǘΧ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ           are self-taught artists. Going to a formal art school is not a 
                  like one!                   pre-requisite before one becomes an artist. Unless if one 
                                                    desires to be a commercial artist or one that works for   
                                                  companies or newspapers. 
                                                   
 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ express themselves through drawing and 
art. In fact, they can express themselves better than they do with words. Drawing comes 
naturally for them.  

 
Some could express themselves through cartoons or comic 
strips while others make abstract paintings. Just because 
drawing comes naturally for them, it ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
dealt away with the basics of drawing. They still learned the 
basics of drawing, but they adopted their own style in 
drawing. 
 
Having technical skills in drawing is good but drawing should 
be more on self expression. In drawing, there is no correct or 
wrong style because drawing is self expression. It is up to the 
viewer to appreciate that particular self expression or not. 
 
These artists were curious and discerning about the world 
around them. They have an eye for details and how objects 
and scenery were composed by nature. Having the drive and 
persistence to imitate nature and give life to their vision, 
artists constantly practice to perfect their craft. Deciding to 
become an artist is an easy decision but becoming one is not 
quite as such. 
 



Advantages and Disadvantages of Pencil Drawing 
 
The advantage of using a pencil when drawing as opposed to using a pen is that you can 
easily erase mistakes when you use a pencil for drawing. Artists can make mistakes and 
not have to start all over again. Erasing is not just for mistakes.  
 
Pencil drawing is a process, artists start drawing by making light outlines that help them 
create a drawing.  
 
You can also erase later on the outlines and people will hardly notice that the drawing 
came from simple lines. Using pencils in drawing is inexpensive because you will just 
need a pencil and paper to create a basic drawing.  
 
Pencils and papers are easy to carry around that you do not have to confine yourselves 
to your studio when making a drawing.  
 
Pencils are affordable and sold in most stores. You do not have to worry about the 
pencil drying up or reaching its expiry date. It can be stored anywhere and maintaining it 
is hassle free. 
 
Unlike using paints and other media that give off nasty fumes, pencils are odorless. 
Manufacturers made ǇŜƴŎƛƭǎ ǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƭŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƎŜǘ ǾŜǊȅ 
black to light gray. Pencils can also be very soft, which makes it easy for shading or hard, 
which makes it perfect for fine details. 
 

Pencil drawings have a 
tendency to smudge if you 
touch or rub them. Those once 
fine details will look like a 
smear. It is important to keep 
hands away from the paper 
while drawing or cover your 
drawing with another piece of 
paper while trying to complete 
the work. 
 
Once the drawing is completed, 
seal the drawing to prevent 
from smudging. Sealing is also 

important because of the temporary nature of pencil drawings, and you can use a 
sealing or a fixative spray for this. Others use hair sprays that are perfume free. Artists 
lightly spray on these on their work. 
 



 

BRIEF HISTORY OF PENCIL DRAWING 
 

Famous Pencil Drawing Artists and their Works 
 
Using a pencil has many advantages, one of which is that it is ǾŜǊȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŜǊŀǎŜ ƻƴŜΩs 
mistakes. There are famous people in the world who preferred to use pencils. 
 
Vincent van Gogh, a notable artist used Faber-Castell pencils. According to him, these 
pencils were superior. He liked its blackness and found it easy to use.  
 

 
 
Pablo Picasso used a pencil with his works of art. Jean Auguste- Ingres made the Portrait 
of Mme Guillaume Guillon Lethiere. John Constable used a pencil and a sepia wash in his 
Trees and a Stretch of Water on the Stour. 
 
These works are in different famous art galleries and museums around the world.  
 
 



The Story of the Pencil 
 
Long time ago, Greek artists used to draw on papyrus using a metal stylus. In Cumbria 
England, there were large deposits of graphite. Locals used the graphite for marking 
sheep. Although graphite was solid, it was soft that it needed a case before you can use 
it easily. 
 
Early civilization used sheepskin to wrap the graphite. England continued to produce 
pencils while in 1662; Nuremberg Germany attempted to manufacture pencils using a 
mixture of graphite, antimony and sulphur. Italy was the first to use wooden holders.  

 
They carved two wooden halves 
and inserted the graphite stick. 
The wooden halves were then 
glued together. 
 
Many years later, Ebenezer Wood 
in America automated the process 
of pencil making. Joseph Dixon 
found a way to mass produce 
pencils. Hymen Lipman attached 
the eraser to the pencil. 
 
Today, annual production of a 
pencil is at around 14 billion 
pencils. 
 

These pencils may be round-shaped, 
triangular or hexagonal. There are even 
bendable pencils. Pencil variations include 
mechanical pencils, which has a 
mechanism that pushes the lead through 
the end. A Quadra chromic pencil has four 
colors at its tip. 
 



GETTING STARTED 
 

Materials and Tools: 
 

Choosing the Right Kind and Quality 
 

The age old debate about 
ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ skillsΩ versus 
high quality materials is 
still applicable even until 
today. Quality of tools and 
materials used affects the 
artwork. 
 
One cannot aspire to own 
and use top quality art 
materials, especially when 
one is just beginning. The 
best attitude towards the 

problem of not having enough materials is this: 
 
It is more miserable to have no skills in art but have the best materials and tools 
available than to have mediocre materials but have excellent artistic skills. 
 



Pencil 

 
The pencil is an instrument commonly used to drawing. A stick of 
graphite or a mixture is encased in wood. At one end of the pencil is 
an eraser. There are many kinds of pencils. 
 
aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎ ǳǎŜ άIέ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǊŘƴŜǎǎΣ ά.έ ŦƻǊ ōƭŀŎƪƴŜǎǎΣ άCέ ŦƻǊ a fine 
point. Pencils can be very dark or very light. Artists may need 
different pencils for making grays and blacks. 
 
Pencils can also be hard or soft. Hard pencils are needed by 
engineers because it gives them better control in making precise 
lines. For users who cannot decide which one to use, the safest is 
HB. Some artists use the non photo blue pencil. It is a pencil used 
mainly for outlining. It comes in a very light blue color, a shade that 
cameras cannot catch. Artists can save time with this pencil because 
they do not have to erase it. 
 
Mechanical pencils are available in .5mm or .7mm lead. Mechanical 
or automatic pencils do away with the need to sharpen the pencils. 
The downside of using mechanical pencils is the lack of variety of 
grades. 
 



Eraser 

 
It is impossible not to make a mistake while drawing. More often than not, one 
consumes the eraser at the tip of the pencil before the pencil. An eraser is an essential 
ǘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǘƻƻƭōƻȄΦ 
 

Erasers may come from 
pulverized pumice. Do not use 
this type of eraser to heavily, or 
it will damage the paper. After 
erasing, brush away the residue 
that this type or eraser will 
leave. 
 
Soft vinyl erasers are softer and 

cause lesser damage on paper than erasers made from pumice. This eraser is good for 
precision erasing and erasing light marks. 
 
The kneaded eraser reminds people of chewing gum. Unlike the eraser made from 
pumice, this type of eraser does not leave any residue. With the use of your fingers, you 
can shape kneaded erasers making it easy to erase little details. This eraser is difficult to 
use in large areas. 
 
An art gum eraser is another type of eraser that is widely used among artists. Unlike the 
kneaded eraser, removing large areas is easier with this eraser. The downside of using a 
gum eraser is that it is not precise in erasing fine mistakes. 
 



Drawing Pad 

 
A drawing pad is also known 
as a sketch pad. It is made up 
white paper bounded in one 
book. It can be used for 
drawing and scrap booking. 
Drawing pads come in 
different sizes. ItΩs always 
important to have a sketch 
pad to contain all your 
drawings. 
 
Practice bringing a small 
sketch pad around, so that 

you can easily draw what captures your attention. Leonardo da Vinci always had a 
sketch pad or a notebook with him. It allowed him to draw everyday objects and 
movement with ease. 
 

 
Drawing board 
 
A drawing board can be used for several purposes. It can be used for writing, reading 
large documents and making large sketches. This equipment is highly optional, unless 
you aim to draw in large scale. 
 

Paper Stumps or Cone Blenders 
 
Blending is a big part in drawing. Do not use fingers because fingers leave oil on the 
paper which can be visible in certain light. Artists use blending stumps or paper stumps 
to blend large areas. 
 



Pencil Sharpener 
 

Another essential tool thŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 
toolbox is the pencil sharpener. This is a device that shaves 
the end of the pencil thereby sharpening its point. 
 
Some artists may use sandpaper block and use a knife for 
the wooden part of the pencil. A large part of pencil drawing 
depends on keeping a sharp pencil. 

 

 
 
Ruler 
 
A ruler is used in technical drawing, 
engineering and geometry. Rulers help 
you make straight lines or make precise 
measurements. On the topic of 
perspective, the ruler will be frequently 
used. 
 



LEARNING THE BASICS IN DRAWING AND 
SKETCHING 
 

How to Hold the Pencil? - The Different Pencil Grips 
 

Tripod Grip 
 

The tripod grip is the most common way of holding a 
pen or a pencil. Although it might be the common 
way of holding a pencil, many people are not doing 
the tripod grip correctly. The correct way to make a 
tripod grip is to position the pencil applying equal 
pressure between the side of the middle finger, the 
tip of the index finger and the thumb.  
 
Do not grip the pencil too firmly. Holding a pencil too 
tightly or too lightly will limit your flexibility in 
drawing because the fine-motor skills are weakened.  
 
The index finger rests on the tip of the pencil which 
shows the lead while the tip with the eraser must be 
pointing toward the shoulder.  

 
Do not hold the pencil vertically. Check 
if the thumb and the underside of the 
forearm are in a straight line. 
 
The most important and apparent 
advantage of this type of grip is that a 
person can write more quickly and 
easily. The correct grip maximizes 
onŜΩǎ motor skills, which are needed 
for drawings. Also, it reduces the risk 
of physical problems, especially the 
carpal tunnel syndrome. 

 



Extended Grip 
 
The extended tripod grip is a variation of the 
tripod grip. The tripod grip is still used, but 
you will hold the pencil at bit further at the 
end or near the tip that has the eraser. 
Because your control is at the other end of 
the pencil, small movements of your hand 
make larger effects on the other end. 
 

 
 
 
Underhand Grip 

 
Another variation of the tripod grip is the 
underhand grip, there is also an 
underhand grip. This is another relaxed 
way of holding a pencil. This grip is best 
suited for broad sketching. The pencil is 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ Ψ±Ω ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ and 
index finger controlling the movement. 
Using this type of grip will help you make 
firm lines and small linear details. 
 

 
 
Overhand Grip 
 
For sketching, most artists use the 
overhand grip. The aim of the overhand 
grip is to have a relaxed grip on the 
pencil but not too relaxed that the grip 
would not be secure.  
 
You can draw sitting or standing, make 
sure that your arm has full range 
movement. Shading is easier with the 
overhand grip. 
 



How to Draw Lines? 
 
In truth, lines do not exist and those that you see as lines are but your observations of 
an obƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΦ [ƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƳŀƴΩǎ creation used to represent and mimic the 
objects and figures that he sees. It is a basic element of art that you would never 
conceive a single work of art without the application of lines. Lines enable artists to 
create both space and image. 
 
There are so many kinds of lines and these lines vary in terms of length, width, value and 
in many other ways. In form, there can be straight, curved, wavy, jagged and many 
others. The range of values of lines from light to dark is a product of pressure placed 
while drawing these lines. Here are some of the basic lines used in pencil drawing. 
 



 

Flat Lines 
 

Flat lines, also commonly known as the straight lines, 
are helpful in expressing emotional states and evoking 
emotional responses and providing illusion on the 
ǾƛŜǿŜǊǎΩ eyes.  
 
You can start on a horizontal direction, a vertical 
direction, or a diagonal direction depending on how 
you want your image to look like. 
 
Generally, the horizontal approach gives your image a 
wider look while the vertical direction gives your image 
a leaner and thinner look.  
 
In terms of emotions, horizontal lines invoke serenity 
and stability and vertical lines invokes poise and 
stillness.  
 
In fact, artists employ vertical lines to show strength 
and dignity with the use of height often reflected 
through vertical lines. 
 
Diagonal lines, on the other hand, invoke movement, 
unrest, change, instability and variation. 
 

 
Horizontal lines 

 

 
Vertical lines 

 



Accent Lines 
 
Accent lines find significance in putting certain emphasis or accent in some portions of 
your drawing. It, specifically gives special emphasis on your certain portion through 
changes and variations in your lines. 
 

Contour Lines 
 

One of the striking characteristics of contour lines is the 
purity of the line, which even without the use of color, 
distinctively display shape and beauty of the image. In 
outlining and in sketching, what you follow is only the 
important edges, outlines and contours of the object you 
want to draw. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Scumble/Scribbling 
 

Scribbling or scumble drawing is a drawing merely 
composed of abstract and random lines. 
 

 
Scribbling 

 



Cross Hatch Line 
 

Another kind of line often used in cartoon works is 
crosshatching.  
 
The shading technique is often different from the lines 
used in making the drawing but certain cartoonists 
make use of the lines in creating shading effect. 
 
With crosshatching, interlacing or interweaving parallel 
lines often in different densities are able to create the 
effects of light and shadows in their drawings thereby 
creating shading on the images.  
 
Another application of cross hatch lines is in creating 
lineal definition and texture on the drawing.  
 
Most drawings of walls, fabrics and other textured 
materials have the application of crosshatching 
technique in drawing the lines. 
 
Parallel crosshatched lines provide a flat image while 
the use of curved lines creates an illusion of plumpness 
and mass.  
 
Thus, two similar objects may have different illusions 
due to the use of lines. 
 

 

 

 



Smudge 
 
Smudging is a drawing technique dealing with proper blending. Smudging is easy to do; 
you simply draw an object and start shading it with the kind of value you want it to have 
and blending it properly with the use of a tissue, cotton puffs or paper towel. 
 

Pointillism 
 
Pointillism known otherwise as divisionism or stippling 
is a technique of grouping together dots to create an 
image or filling an image using dots. 
 
The rule of the thumb is that the closer that you 
position the dots, the darker that portion that is in your 
drawing. Pointillists do the reverse by drawing the 
foreground before filling the inside.  
 
Pointillism is a very slow form of art because technically 
speaking, filling an image with the use of dots is a very 
monotonous process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Basic Perspectives in Drawing 
 

An Introduction on Perspectives 
 
One can see realism in a drawing with the application of perspectives in drawing. The 
idea or concept of perspectives came with the idea of having sets of images that appear 
coherent and consistent in one piece of art. 
 

Linear Perspective 
 
Linear perspective is a realistic 
method of portraying objects with a 
visual depth. The rule of the thumb 
though is that the farther the object 
is, the smaller it becomes and 
conversely, the nearer the object is, 
the bigger it becomes. 
 
In linear perspective, there are 
parallel lines receding into a 
particular distance where the lines seem to converge until these parallel lines meet at a 
point in a horizon where they disappear, called the vanishing point. 
 



Zero Point Perspective 
 
Since vanishing points exist only with the presence of parallel lines, then for non-linear 
illustrations where there are parallel lines in the scene, then there could be no vanishing 
points and thus called zero perspective drawings. Most natural scenes like a range of 
mountains are typical illustrations of zero perspective drawings though these drawings 
may still create an illusion of depth on the ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ 
 

One Point Perspective 
 
One-point perspective 
drawings refer to those with 
only one vanishing point that 
are often than not directly 
opposite to the eye of the 
viewer. In one-point 
perspective, parallel lines, 
parallel to the eye of the 
viewer, retreat towards a 
certain point in the space 
called a vanishing point. This 
often illustrated by 
illustrations of roads and 
railway tracks, and hallways that recede at a vanishing point as illustrated. 
 
 
Sample drawing of a box with the use of one point perspective. 
 
1. Draw a horizon line or that line in the plane 
where the sky meets the earth. 
 
 
 
2. From your horizon line, choose a vanishing point 
that can be the center, near right or near left. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. From your vanishing point, draw one top line and 
one bottom line with the top line much longer than 
your bottom line and this would create the illusion 
of depth later on. These lines will form the sides of 
the box. 
 
 
 
4. Draw two vertical lines that would connect your 
top line and your bottom line. 
 
5. Then draw the front of the box by drawing two horizontal lines of same length from 
the top to the bottom to the closest wall to it. 
 
6. Then connect these two horizontal lines by dropping a vertical line on the other side. 
 



Two-Point Perspective 
 
1. Draw your horizon line on the plane. 
 
2. Instead of one point, mark two points, which 
will serve as your vanishing points on the horizon 
line preferably on the right and the left side of 
the horizon line. 
 
3. Draw your construction grid by finding below 
your horizon line the middle. The middle is the 
point where all the lines coming from the 
vanishing points meet. 
 
4. Draw six lines coming from each of the 
vanishing points passing the middle. 
 
5. Draw your middle vertical line that is at 90-
degree angle with your horizon line, which will 
serve as the corner of your box. 
 
6. Draw the top and the bottom lines connecting 
your middle vertical line to each of your vanishing 
points. 
 
7. From your middle vertical line, draw one vertical 
line to the right and another to the left depending 
on how you want your box to look, as these would 
determine the length and width of your box. 
 
8. From your vanishing points, draw the line 
connecting your right vanishing point to the left 
vertical line and your left vanishing point to the 
right vertical line. 
 
By now, you figure out the two-point 
perspective box. You may now start shading 
your two-point perspective box and erase grid 
lines passing inside the box. 
 


